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RAJKOT

A one day workshop was conducted by the Regional Directorate of the Central Board for

Workers Education, at Rajkot Gujarat for the employees of the newspaper industry. The
workshop was organized on 10" April, 2008 at the Mahatama Gandhi Labour Institute,
Ahmedabad. In the workshop, 32 participants from the newspaper industry and three from the
Mahatama Gandhi Labour Institute, Ahmedabad were present. The following views emerged
during the workshop:- .
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Awareness among the journalists regarding the setting up of and functioning of the two
Wage Boards is almost nil.

There is continued exploitation by the employers in the matter of pay, leave and working
hours.

In many case, there is no implementation of the pay scales as recommended by the Wage
Boards in respect of employees of the newspaper industry.

An Anomaly Committee with regard to differences regarding the recommendations of the
Manisana Wage Boards should be set up.

Most of the journalists or junior journalists are not able to receive information or details
about the Wage Boards or other benefits. There should, therefore, be facilities to receive
information about the Wage Boards by each and every journalist and not only by the
Editor of the newspaper.

There should be declaration on Interim Relief of about 40%.

50% DA should be merged with the basic pay and DA should be calculated as per such
emerging basic pay.

Action should be taken to create wider awareness about the Wage Boards among the
journalists.

The recommendations of the Wage Boards should be implemented and salary should be
paid accordingly, as there is o actual implementation of the recommendations except by
2-3 agencies at Rajkot.

OTHER SUGGESTIONS
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The employees are not taken on pay roll. They are taken only as contractual workers

There is no union of Reporters in Rajkot
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< Newly joined and fresh journalists are eager to leave the job from one newspaper to other
due to the attraction of better pay and other benefits. This is adversely affecting the
health of the newspaper industry, in addition to creating unhealthy competition.




