[image: image1.jpg]% Local classified and display advertisements are rare and extremely cheap.

% There is neither local industrial establishment nor any company that needs
publicity.

< Newspapers rarely receive company advertisements from outside the State,
that too at low rates.

% Production cost per copy may be the highest in the whole country.

% Advertisement rates approved by the Government may be lowest in the
country.

¢ Small establishments employing less number of working Journalists and
running with family support reduces cost of production.

< The newspaper managements in Mizoram are not able to pay decent
remuneration to their workers due to their lack of financial capacity.

% One publisher of a 2-page newspaper mentioned that he does not employ
anyone else to help him in any of the activities related to publication of his
newspaper, which brings out about thousand copies a day.

% Due to very difficult and hilly terrain of the State, the Journalists are
compelled to burn more petrol to reach difficult spots to collect news which
adds to their daily expenditure to meet their professional demands. Due to
these reasons, the Journalists demanded that special area allowance should
be given to them.

% The State Government agreed to the setting up of a Tripartite Monitoring
Committee for the purpose of continued interaction with and among all the

stake holders of the newspapers in the State.
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The officers of the Secretariat of the National Wage Boards, led by its
Member Secretary, visited Aizawl, Mizoram to participate in the interactive
discussions organized by the State Government with the participation of
representatives of managements and employees of newspaper industry in that
State.

A gist of the issues that emerged during these discussions held at Aizawl is

given below:

& There are about 50 daily newspapers and 20 periodicals being published in
Mizoram.

% There is only one newspaper viz. ‘Zalen’ being published only on Sunday.

» The oldest print media in the State is as old as 40 years.

# There is one medium newspaper and the rest are all small newspapers.

¢ There are two regular English Dailies viz. ‘Highlanders’ and ‘Newslinks’.

% Majority of the newspapers are single sheet newspapers.

<+ However, two newspapers are of broad sheet size containing 8 pages printed
front and back pages in colour.

% 5 newspapers are of broad-sheet size, 4 pages printed in black and white.

% The circulation system of newspapers in Mizoram is ‘regular subscription
system’.

% The management depends upon the subscription fee collected from the
subscribers.

% The advertisement rate fixed by the Government are (a) Rs.80/- per column
centimeter for classified material and (b) Rs.2500/- for full page display

material. ‘




