[image: image1.jpg]Al m g o, g 103/ 204
wenma
e e et .- 24302 (46)

TERTY TUTET: TRET ¢

Ref : PGP/ILNA/303/2008 24" January, 2008

To,

The Director,

National Wage Board for Working Journalist &
Other Newspaper Employees,

Winistry of Labour & Employment,

Govt of India,

New Delhi

Camp at Nagpur.

sir,

It s reliably leat from the Director, CBWE, Nagpur, that official team led by Member Secretary,
Dy. Director General and Director, reaching Nagpur on 30" January, 2008 in order to discuss
issues relating to the newspaper industry viz. Press Release issued by PIB on the Constitution of
New Wage Boards — one for Working Journalists and other non-working Journalist Newspaper
Employees, | would like to submit some of the vital points to be placed before the Wage Boards
through our Association.

1

The very purpose of constitution of Wage Boards has now become irelevant on account
of change in the overall scenario of Globalization and Free Trade.

In the age of outsourcing and Contract System being followed every where including the
Government Undertakings, how Union Goverment can compel the Private Newspaper
Industry to bear the extra additional cost on account of proposed Revisions in the Pay
Scales /| Wages Scales sought to be implemented through the Wage Boards
recommendations.

The Press is the Fourth Pillr of our Democracy along with Parliament, Executive &
Judiciary. Al Pillas are independent and free from any Gowt. interference. When the
Judiciary vis-2-vis Parliament & Executives are virtuall free from interference of either
pilars of the Democracy. how the Bureaucracy & Executives are now trying to control &
overpower the reigns of Press Freedom on account of such indirect controls / tools by
way of 5o called Wage Boards.
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As the Journalists and Non-Working Journalists working in the Press are very much
organized due to high literacy and bargain power, the need of such a Wage Revision
Board seems to be meaningless and does not have any credentials. The various
Associations such as INS, ILNA, Press Clubs various Joumnalist Associations throughout
the country including the Trade Unions are always striving for the protection of Journalists
and Non-Working Journalists. The exploitation and so called injustice, if any, are now
things of past and even if so there are various platforms available to raise their voices
and get the grievance redressed. So the statutory provisions pertaining to Wage
Revision Boards are amounting to_direct interference for kiling the freedom to the
independence of Fourth Pillr of the Democracy.

It is the fact that now-a-days the old scenario has been changed completely. The
‘competent and deserving Journalists & NWA are being paid much more than the Wage
Board recommendations, due to the high competiion and scarcty in the field of Media
‘especially the Print and that too in the Division of Journalism. The persons with caliber
and capacity to deliver are being paid handsomely and as such the so called Wage
Protection is not at all needed in the era of Free Trade. When the Govt. accepls the free
trade for foreign companies saying that SEZ_will be treated as foreign terrtories within
the Indian territories and no law of this countries will be applicable to them; then how the
Govt. of i the shelter of so called wage board can interfere i the freedom of press.

In S0 many cases, if we see the actual Pay scales / Wage Scales paid to the J & NWAJ in
the Print Media, the Wage Bill is much more than the recommendations of Wage Boards.
So the Wage Boards awards have become irelevant & meaningless now-a-days.

Itis the case of great injustice upon the Language Newspapers serving the Rural India on
account of the classification system adopted by Wage Boards is absoluely wrong a the
classification of Newspapers is done on the basis of overall tumover of Organization
which includes the Revenue from Advertisement as well as Circulation of Newspaper.

Most of the Language Newspapers are making huge loss on account of Circulation Cost
because the cost of production is much higher than the cost of sale of Newspapers in
India. There are the examples that the Language and national Newspapers are being
Sold in the value less than the cost of raw materials which includes the Newsprint, Ink,
Chemicals, Fuel & Electricty and the Printing Cost.

The Rationale adopted by the Wage Boards for analyzing the tumover is wrong &
unjustified as long s the case of Newspapers are concerned. If at all the Wage Boards
considers any Rationale, the Advertisement Revenue should only be taken as basis for
ariving at the tumover OR the Profit & loss account should be taken in to consideration
for Classification of Newspapers while considering the Fixation of Wages.

The Language Newspapers feels that the Union Govemment controlled by the
Bureaucracy and Executives wants to use Wage Boards for controling the Fourth Estate
and causing the direct interference in influencing the J & NWJ especially the Joumalists
in their favour, though there was no demand either by J & NWJ or industries for such
constitution of Wage Boards. On the contrary, our Association feels that by constituting
such Wage Board the J & NWJ will be the looser, because they might get higher salaries
than prescribed since there is a acute shortage of J & NWJ due to heavy demand in
Electronic Media as well



[image: image3.jpg]11, The Indian Languzge Newspapers across the country are struggling for its survival. The
entire industry is already in great trouble due to steep competitions & high escalations in
the cost of inpus and limited scope for developments. The Indian Language
Newspapers need to be accorded protection from Government, as the Industry is in great
trouble due to constraint of Cover Price / Sale Price cannot be increased considering the
lesser buying capacity of language News Readers across the Rural India. The case is
absolutely opposite in other countries for e.g. Pakistan, USA, UK, where the newspapers
are sold at much more higher prices than in India.

In view of above, | request that all above points should be taken into consideration
strongly by your Committee and we should be called for the proper presentation in person in the
interest of Democracy.

Thanking you,

PRESIDENT - MAHARASHTRA SAMPADAK PARISHAD (EDITORS GUILD)
CUTIVE MEMBER - INDIAN LANGUAGE NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION (ILNA),

(EMBER — INDIAN NEWSPAPER SOCIETY

VICE-PRESIDENT - MAHARASHTRA RAJYA VRUTA PATRA SANGHATNA

MEMBER — VIDARBHA DAILY NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION (VONA),

CMD & EDITOR -IN-CHIEF — DAILY DESHONNATI & WEEKLY KRUSHAKONNATI

ANIL AGRAWAL

EXECUTIVE MEMBER ~ PRESS COUNCIL OF INDIA AND
MAHARASHTRA SAMPADAK PARISHAD (EDITORS COUNCIL)

cctor

All the Hon'ble Members ILNA,

Al the Ho'ble Members NS,

All the Hon'ble Members of Parliament,

Al the Hon'ble Members of Parliament,

All the Hon'ble Members of Press Council of India

All the Hon'ble Members Maharashtra Sampadak Parishad (Editors Council)



 
