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The officers of the Secretariat of National Wage Boards, led by its
Member Secretary, visited Ahmadabad to participate in the tripartite
interactive discussions organized by the State Government with
representatives of managements and employees of the newspaper industry
in that State on 22" January, 2008.

A gist of the issues that emerged during these discussions held at

Ahmadabad is given below:

e The representative of “Sandesh” mentioned that his management is
not in favour of another revision of rates of wages of Working
employees in the newspaper industry as the is currently reeling under
the pincer impact of rising input costs, steeply declining advertisement
revenue on account of new competitions in the field like electronic
media and cable operators entering the advertisement market.

e Due to fierce competition among themselves, - newspaper
establishments are forced to (i) offer high salary to even fresh
entrants; (ii) spend a lot of their scare revenue to attract and sustain
customers/readers through a number of persuasive steps like
introduction of colour pages etc.

e In the absence of statutory costing of newspapers, different newspaper
establishments indulge in competitive pricing.

o Re-classification of present jobs in the newspaper industry is very
important, especially because new designations have cropped up in the

industry.




